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consideration can be proved to have reduced its
hypotheses to explanatory principles, taking in
all the facts collected, then we have nothing to do
but to accept it; though in the acceptance we
must let Moses go as an uninspired historian,
whose alleged physical facts cannot be accredit-
ed ; since it is demonstrably impossible to recon-
cile his cosmogony with the prevailing theory
without destroying the science of philology,
and the very basis upon which a verbal rev-
elation from God to man is at all possible. I
think that can be made to appear as clear as
light.

But if the works in question, like that of the
author of " The Pre-Adamite Earth/* written by
talented and good men for the very best of pur-
poses, be found not only to come short of their
aim, but to be injurious in their influence, if not
anti-Christian in their tendency, there is no virtue
shown in the neglect to counteract them, so far as
it may be done by exhibiting the facts of their fail-
ure and of their injury done. Infidelity has in-
creased notoriously and prodigiously just within
the period during which these books have been
written advocating the theory in question; and this
is the more remarkable, because within no other
has gospel effort been so wisely and so efficiently
concentrated. There is a sure cause for this anom-
aly, and to me it seems to be obviously lurking in
the circulation of such works as subordinate the
foundation facts of the Bible to what is claimed
to be the facts of geology ocularly demonstrated,
and clearly incompatible with the former as they